Moscow
Moscow is one of the world’s greatest cities. It is the capital of the world’s largest country. Moscow is best experienced through its contrasts, culture, people and night life. There are also plenty of sites in Moscow to keep the camera-happy tourist busy for quite some time.

Little is known about the foundation of Moscow. The first appearance of Moscow in literature is around 1147, so it is likely that it was founded sometime before that. On the banks of the Moskva river, the settlement of Moscow was able to steadily grow. During much of Moscow’s early history it was dominated by the Golden Horde. The principalities of the area all paid tribute to and were in constant conflict with the Mongol invaders. 

In 1325 Moscow became the centre of the Russian orthodox church. Christianity had spread from Kiev many years earlier and provided some limited unity between the principalities of the area. After the capture of Kiev the church moved first to Vladimir then to Moscow. The uniting effect of religion in the area with its centre at Moscow should not be underestimated as a driving force in uniting the principalities under Moscow’s control. After the fall of Constantinople some people considered Moscow and its leaders to be the successors to the Byzantine emperors and believed Moscow was destined to become the ‘Third Rome’.

Ivan III (Ivan the Great) the Grand Prince of Moscow was set to expand Moscow’s power in the late 1400's with his attack on Novgorod. In 1480 he stopped paying tribute to the Golden Horde and after the subsequent battles Moscow was freed of the Mongols. At this time Moscow’s control stretched from Novgorod to the Ural mountains. 

Ivan IV (Ivan the terrible) further consolidated Moscow’s control incorporating Kazan and areas of the Volga. He was crowned as Russia’s first ‘Tsar’, and Moscow was now the centre and capital of the Russian empire. 
Moscow is a city that has seen many disasters, and fires, having been burnt down many times. However it was Peter the Great that shocked Moscow the most when he announced in 1712 that the capital of Russia would move to swamplands recently captured from Sweden, and he built St. Petersburg in a European image. However Moscow always remained the capital in the hearts of many Russians as it was more ‘Russian’ and geographically more central.

Moscow’s continued importance is evident in the fact that it was Napoleon’s main objective when he attacked Russia in 1812. After an incredibly bloody battle at Borodino 130km west of Moscow, probably the largest single battle in world history until that point, Russians abandoned Moscow. Although Russia had technically lost the battle, it broke the back of the French army and actually won the war for Russia. Never before had such a large city been abandoned with the pending rival of the enemy. Although there was much criticism of the leaders at the time, it proved to be a successful move. The French arrived at the abandoned city to find it almost empty. Fires broke out across the city. There were no firefighters to put them out. As Napoleon sat in the Kremlin, with his troops becoming disheartened and a little out of control, the city burnt down around him. Napoleon turned around and fled back to Paris. And so Moscow was again rebuilt. 

At the time when the bolsheviks seized power, Moscow's population was around 1.4 million. Lenin decided to move the capital back to Moscow, and his government took up residence in the Kremlin. Development of Moscow increased dramatically under Stalin’s control. Stalin made plans to urbanise the whole city, demolishing large parts of the city and building sky-scrapers. During Stalin’s reign Russia was attacked by Hitler. A bloody fight began for Moscow. The German army made it within 30km of the Kremlin, and a long and bloody battle raged for the city through one of Russia’s coldest winters on record. Russia held out, and now the city is still the capital and is home to well over 10 million people.
